
Excellent teamwork by schools, pupils, parents and corporates in the Western Cape (predominantly Somerset West) 
supported the vision of the GraySwan Charitable Trust to work together as a community to make a meaning full impact 
in the lives of others by creating a sustainable project. Like tying shoelaces, the 2016 participating donor primary 
schools e.g. Beaumont, Curro, Reddam, Somerset College and Somerset House  (including Oakwood as the pre-primary 
participant) tied  either a new relationship or built on an existing relationship with Kayamandi, Macassar and Sir Lowry’s 
Pass Primary Schools.

The Kayamandi, Macassar and Sir Lowry’s Pass Primary Schools weren’t just fortunate recipients of shoes but also 
gave back to the community. Pupils of the school participated in a challenging activity to make shoe art from recycable 
materials.  This activity highlighted the importance of mutual respect and equality.  Beautiful shoes made from plastic, 
cardboard boxes, paper and rags were proudly displayed at Imibala Art Gallery in Somerset West.   

 “We make a living by what we get,
 but we make a life by what we give.”

                                                                   - Winston Churchill   b

The GraySwan Charitable Trust initiated and launched a soulful shoe project, “Walk with a Purpose” in 2016.  The 
mission of the project is for kids (and adults) to walk with a purpose by participating in the global trend of launching 
awareness of one of life’s most basic necessities, namely a pair of shoes.
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“Your legacy should be that you made it better than it was when you got it.” 

- Lee Lacocca

How was the project coordinated? Donor schools could use their own discretion with regards to collecting shoes and 
we want to share their approach:

1. Beaumont: The school organised a tekkie and t-shirt day which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. All pairs of shoes 
were marked with a personalised card and Christmas message. 

2. Curro: Collected money and bought brand new school shoes which was handed out to a select few pupils.
3. Reddam House:  The school had open discussions among all grades.  Underlining values, partnership and dignity 

were emphasised. Big drop-in boxes were stationed around the school where pupils could donate shoes.
4. Somerset College:  Children attended the final school assembly and afterwards took their shoes off in their 

classrooms to be donated. Special Christmas tags with personal messages from the other grades were attached to 
the shoes. The Gr7’s donated their shoes at the dam before their traditional dam swim.

5. Somerset House: Listed the “Walk with a Purpose” initiative as one of the number of causes that pupils and parents 
could support on their year end collection list.  Big drop-in boxes were stationed around the school where pupils 
could donate shoes and the response was overwhelming. 

A proud total of 1,800 pairs of school shoes/tekkies were collected. Thank you again to all the schools for their 
overwhelming support and excellent ways in which the project was promoted and driven at the schools.  Kindness is a 
language the deaf can hear and the blind can see.  The faces of joy on the photos shows the recipient’s appreciation!

Corporate sponsors gave a Rand amount for each pair of shoes donated (which worked out to approximately R70 per 
pair of shoes e.g more than a R120,000!) and the schools were blessed with the following:

• Sir Lowry’s Pass:  Five air-conditioners were installed.
• Macassar:  Marimba Music Instruments were bought for their music department.  
• Kayamandi: Ten computers were bought.

None of the above would have been possible without our sponsors, volunteers, associates, families and friends. 
Thank you for yesterday, today and tomorrow, YOU are the foundation of this project, Walk with a Purpose.    

“Don’t judge a man until 
you’ve w alked a mile 

in his shoes.”

Together we have the faith and trust that a higher goal of 3,000 
pairs of shoes and R300,000 can be reached in 2017. 
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WALK WITH A PURPOSE

Sir Lowry’s Pass School where 
five air-conditioners were 

installed.

The shoe donation response 
was overwhelming.

Beautiful hand made shoes were 
proudly displayed at Imibala Art 

Gallery in Somerset West.

Some of the girls show casing 
their hand made shoes at our 
Walk with a Purpose launch.

Corporate sponsors gave a Rand 
amount for each pair of shoes 

donated.

Marimba Music Instruments 
were bought for the Macassar 

Primary School

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” 

- Helen Keller

“Yesterday is gone.
Tomorr ow has not yet come.
We have only today.
Let us begin.”
- Mother Teresa


